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The Spirit Of The 
General Assembly 


Presbyterians are hard-headed people, most of us 
with a Scotch-Irish ancestry which makes us men 
and women of strong convictions, and articulate in 
expressing these convictions. 


These qualities of background and character are 
never more in evidence than during a meeting of 
the General Assembly. For that reason it is doubly 
mportant that we all exhibit those elements of 
Christian love which are the fruits of the indwell 
ng Holy Spirit. The spirit of the General Assem- 
bly must be that atmosphere possible only where the 
Spirit of God controls and guides men. 


There must be /ove; love which transcends differ- 
ences of opinion and judgment and where, despite 


sharp clashes In debate 


and in voting—the bonds 


ot Christian fellowship are never broken. 

There must be joy; jov in the glorious privilege 
being Christians and of sharing in making Him 
cnown at home and abroad. 


ot 


here must be peace; not the uneasy peace of 
ompromise but the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
it peace, 

be longsuffering ; patience with those 


with whom we disagree, and, coupled with this 


There must 
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patience there must go gentleness which is a quality 
of kindness which helps so wonderfully to tide us 
over in times of disagreement or misunderstanding. 


There must be goodness; a generous attitude 
which keeps in mind that we too may be very trying 


to those who do not see things as we see them. 


There must be faith; faith in the unfailing guid- 
ance of God if we will but commit our ways to 
Him; faith that God hears and answers the prayers 
of His children, both individually and collectively. 


There must be meekness: remembering that God 
resisteth the proud but giveth grace to the humble; 
a meekness which is willing to submit to and be 


thankful for the leading of God. 


‘There must be temperance; self-control in speech 
and in attitude: self-control which is the result of 
Christ controlled lives. 


If each of those who are commissioners will ear- 
nestly pray that the spirit of the Assembly shall be 
a daily demonstration of the fruits of the Holy 
Spirit in each individual life, then we can expect 
this to be the best General Assembly in the history 
of our Church. 


For this let us sincerely pray! 


$2.50 A YEAR 
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EDITORIAL 
The Work Of Redemption 


Primary And Central 
In The Gospel 


There is a central emphasis which the Church 
and individual Christians must constantly keep be- 
fore them and, because we, “wrestle 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places,” 
we face the ever present temptation to change that 
emphasis to something more compatible with hu- 
man reason and pride. 


not against 


The all-important emphasis, the very key-stone 
of the gospel message, is redemption of the individ- 
ual soul and this redemption means a change of 
destination, a change for 
those who believe. 


of eternal environment, 


While it is true that the home, the community 
and the nation are safer, happier and better in 
every way when lived in and influenced by Chris- 
tians, these happy results are incidental to the gospel 
of Christ, for our Lord came into this world for the 
primary purpose of saving sinners, giving to those 
who believe in Him eternal life. 


Without discounting in the least the social im- 
plications of the gospel, we need to constantly re 
member that there can only be social blessings and 
changes after men have been saved from sin and 
live unto righteousness. There is the constant temp- 
tation to long for the fruit and forget the absolute 
importance of the tree from which the fruit must 
come, Social reforms must come through and from 
redeemed lives. Without transformation 
vital and lasting changes cannot materialize. 


Our Lord seventy disciples and en- 
dowed them with special powers against the forces 


such a 


sent out 
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of evil they were to encounter. On their return they 
joyfully recounted that even the evil spirits were 
subject to them through His name. But Christ said: 
“Rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; 
but rather rejoice, because your names are written 
in heaven.” 


In the best known and most universally loved 
verse in the Bible, John 3:16, this central theme of 


redemption is stated so that all may understand: 
“should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


Believing not only in the personality of Satan 
but also in nis constant vigilance and persistent 
malignity tc Christians it is therefore obvious that 
wherever possible he will tempt men to minimize 
the importance of personal redemption from sin 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and to em- 
phasize social reform, with its appeal to the pride 
of man and his desire for human accomplishment. 


Paul, writing to the Philippian Christians says: 
“But we are citizens of Heaven; our outlook goes 
beyond this world.” (Phillips) ; and he admonishes 
the Christians in Colosse to: “Set your affection on 
above, not the earth.” Our 
Lord, in His prayer recorded in the seventeenth 
chapter of John, says: “They are not of the world, 
even as 1 am not of the world.” 


things on things on 


The multiplied references in God’s Word, having 
to do with the resu/t of faith in Christ, show that 
redemption from sin changes the center of gravity 
in the human soul: instead of “having no hope”’ th 
believer immediatel eternal life. These same 
references make it abundantly clear that Christ 
came primarily to save from sin and to give eternal 
life. 


has 


that we should lessen ot 
legitimate effort to make th 
world a better place in which to live. But, it 
futile to try to make unbelievers act and live li! 
Christians. In our desire to bring men into tl 
Church we must be constantly aware of the dang¢ 


This is not an 
whit 


appeal 


any and every 
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1 having them join an organization without know 
ng Christ as their personal Saviour. 


The Church, as the individual, needs to keep a 
lear perspective, the perspective of this world in 
the light of eternity. Repentance toward God and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ bring with them 
the inward assurance of salvation and the outward 
fruits of righteous living. 


“That ye might be filled with the knowledge of 
his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
fruitful in work, and 
ncreasing in the knowledge of God.” 


n pleasing, being every good 


“For the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal.” 


“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 


—L.N.B. 


OVERTURES 
Some Observations On 


A Few Of Them 


(1) The Presbytery of Albemarle overtures the 
} General Assembly as follows: That the Assembly 





f discourage for a period of five years further recom- 


mended amendments to the Book of Church Order. 


While this appears to be desirable we doubt the 
wisdom of setting arbitrary limits either way. How- 
ever, the demands for revisions and 
amendments need more careful scrutiny than they 
often receive. 


increasing 


(2) The Presbytery of St. Johns overtures the 
General Assembly to urge the ministers and laymen 
of the entire church to pray daily for God’s guid- 
ance upon President Eisenhower, his cabinet, the 
members of Congress, and Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., 
our chief delegate to the United Nations. 


By all means YES. 





(3) The Presbytery of Mississippi respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly as follows: 


Whereas, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America has humbly 
ind publicly professed his faith in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Say iour, and seems to this body to be striv- 
ng earnestly to give God His rightful place in 
covernment; to bring an active Christian philosophy 
nto the thinking of our government; in many in- 





stances to surround himself with advisors who are 
outstandingly God-fearing men; to seek the guid- 
ance of Almighty God through prayer in formulat- 
ing his policies, and in carrying out the solemn 
responsibilities of government and; by his personal 
attention to the spiritual values to have focused 
much attention in our nation, and the world, upon 
the basic need of such values in government and 
human life, 


Therefore, we express to Almighty God our sin- 
cere gratitude for doing all these things through 
President Eisenhower and pray God’s richest bless- 
ing upon him as he continues to enforce these values. 


We further assure President Eisenhower of our 
appreciation of his efforts and of our continuing 
prayers, and request the clerk to forward a copy of 
the resolution to the President. 


And we overture the General Assembly of our 
Church, to adopt suitable resolutions calculated to 
express gratitude to God and assure our President 
of the prayers of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., on 
behalf of these commendable endeavors. 


This can be done as a real comfort and blessing 
to our President. 


(5) The Presbytery of El Paso respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States to direct that the next 
printing of the Confession of Faith and Catechisms 
contain proof texts from the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Scriptures. 


Every effort to make the Revised Standard V er- 
sion the “official” version of the Church should be 
resisted, 


(6) The Presbytery of El Paso respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly to direct that the next 
printing of the Confession of Faith and Catechisms 
contain current use in substitution for 
those which are archaic or which have archaic end- 


words of 


Ings. 


If such is needed then a special Committee should 
be established and its work reviewed by the Pres- 
hyteries before final ac tion, 


(8) The Presbytery of Mecklenburg respectfully 
overtures the Genera! Assembly that an ad interim 
committee be appointed to study the matter of 
Church attendance, and formulate, if it sees fit, a 
pastoral letter concerning this important matter t 
be read in all our churches. 


) 
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The whole matter of church attendance involves 
the deepest problem facing the church; personal 
Christian faith, the content of preaching itself, the 
responsibility of the individual to the Church, secu- 
larity and a whole host of other factors. Such a 
study could prove a great blessing to individuals 
and to the church. 


(9) The Presbytery of Columbia respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly to change the phrase 
“Holy Catholic Church” as it appears in the 
Apostles’ Creed to “Holy Worldwide Church” or 
some other term that conveys the meaning of “Holy 
Catholic Church” so that no one can possibly associ- 
ate the term “Holy Catholic Church” with the term 
“Roman Catholic Church.” 


WV u ould like to see the change to, “The Hol 


Christian Church.” 


(23) The Presbytery of Wilmington, concerned 
by the growing trend to replace the Biblical doc- 
trine of stewardship with emotional appeals and 
pressure campaigns in our church, respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly to undertake on faith 
the substitution of a sound system of stewardship 
education, with emphasis on total commitment of 
life and possessions, for the present practice of spe- 
cial offerings and promotional campaigns. 


We do not believe a sound system of stewardship 
education — surrendering life and possessions — ts 
incompatible with special appeals, where indicated. 
One has to do with sysTEMATIC giving, the other 
with RESPONSE TO SPECIAL NEED. Both methods are 
Scriptural. 


(29) The Presbytery of Birmingham _respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly to instruct its 
Board of Christian Education to make available 
Sunday School literature using the text of the Re- 
vised Standard Version of the Bible as well as the 


King James Version. 


The original enthusiasm for the R. 8. 1. is wan 
Ind. It 1s available for those who wish to use it but 
printing of both texts in our Sunday School litera- 
fure seems premature, to say the least. 


) 


(30) The Presbytery of Florida respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly to request the Board 
of Christian Education to continue the use of the 
Authorized Version as the printed text in the de- 
nominational literature. 


Yes. 


(35) The Presbytery of Mid-Texas respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly as follows: 


Whereas, the General Assembly through the 
Board of Church Extension is increasing the zeal 
and power of the Church through the Assembly- 
wide Prayer Covenant, and, 


Whereas, the honorably retired ministers are en 
tering into this Covenant with enthusiasm, and, 
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Whereas, this group is increasing in numbers, in 
longevity and effective service from year to year 
and, 


Whereas, the church is depriving itself of valuable 
spiritual resources in not using more fully the min 
isters of the retired age, and 


Whereas, these retired ministers deserve some 
recognition of their services other than the desig 
nated “H.R.” in the Minutes of the Assembly, 


Therefore, the Presbytery of Mid-Texas over 
tures the Assembly to authorize the placing afte: 
the names of all retired ministers who belong to the 
Praver Covenant, the designation of “ARM” (for 
Active Retired Minister) instead of the present 


“H.R.” 
Yes. 


(42) Due to the fact that the organization 
known as “The Association for the Preservation 
and Continuation of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church” is disturbing our churches by its un-presby 
terian practice of securing the names of members to 
send its literature, the Presbytery of Suwannee here 
by overtures the General Assembly to inform this 
yroup that if it has any approach to make to the 
Churches of the Assembly, to make its approach in 
the Presbyterian manner, through the Session of 
the Church, rather than the un-Presbyterian method 
it Is NOW using. 


When did it become the “Presbyterian manner” 
to only channel literature to individual members 
through the Session? This particular overture 1s 
interesting because from this Presbytery there came 
several requests for literature, ‘to counteract the 
flood of pro-union material, being sent from an 
othe Source. 


39) Whereas, the proposed union of our Church 
with that of the U. S. A. Presbyterian Church, 
would divide our Church; would divide particular 


congregations, families and friends, and 


Whereas, our denomination is highly organize: 
and homogeneous in spirit, which make for greater 
effectiveness in evangelistic and missionary efforts. 


Be it resolved, that ‘Vuscaloosa Presbytery over 
ture the General Assembly meeting in Montreat t 
discontinue negotiations for any form of organi 
union at this time. 


The above, with similar overtures from the Pres 
hbytery of South Carolina and the Presbytery of 
Florida, are based on the realities involved, the prob 
lems which qo deep and the actual eflects of the 
proposed union on the work of God's Kingdom. 


(41) The Presbytery of North Alabama hereby 
overtures the General Assembly to instruct its com 
mittee on Co-operation and Union to insist that the 
plan of Presbyterian Union include the teachings 
of our Church: 
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A. That the sole Kingship as well as Headship 
f Jesus Christ be given the place that it has in the 
sook of Church Order in the Presbyterian Church, 

S. 


B. That the doctrinal safeguards relative to a 

inisters duty to notify his presbytery of any 
change in views, and our General Assembly's inter 
pretation of our vows as involving the full Bible 
testimony to our Lord Jesus Christ, be included in 
the plan. 

Almost every request for change or revision of 
the Plan of Union, originating within the bounds 
of our church, has been declined or ignored. Of the 
156 such before the last 
meeting of the much smaller Ne gotiating Committee : 
ONLY THREE ever got to the Committee as a whole. 
The others were rejected in the small committee. 


suggestions which came 


(43) WHEREAS, the cost of living in the 
United States has risen from the base index of 100, 
established by the average of the years 1937, 1938, 
and 1939, to 190.7 in December of 1952: and, 
WHEREAS, the salaries for ministers in the Pres 
byterian Church, U. S. have increased in a typical 
presbytery recently studied an averoge of only .52°, 
trom 1937 through 1951; and, 


WHEREAS, the general giving of our denomina 
tion has increased in the same period 405°,, during 
which time the proportion of total giving going 
into ministers’ support has decreased from 28.9°, 


to 16.4°, 


therefore, 


The Presbytery of Knoxville respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly to establish a minimum 
salary of $3,000.00 per year for each full-time min 
ster in every presbytery, with the further provision 
that married men and those with children receive 
extra compensation, and further that where local 


cost-of-living indices require it adjustments upward 


9 
also be made; the maintaining of these minima to 
be done through presbyteries’ committees on Home 
\lissions or Church Extension with assistance where 
needed coming from the Board of Church Exten 

sion; and the practice of this plan to be supervised 
n each presbytery by the Commission on the Min 


ster and His Work. 


need then 
ittention called to their responsibility for the ma 


By all means. Local churches often 
ertal welfare of their ministers and the 
uggested 1s truly a MINIMUM. 4 minister 


be relieved from the pressures of financial need. 


mintemur 


should 
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“Speaking Of 
Operations” 


The Workbook for the Second General Assem- 
bly of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America, contains some in- 
teresting data. The meeting was in Denver, Colo., 
Dec. 9-12, 1952. One matter that catches attention 
is the petitions to change the Preamble of the Con- 


stitution. There were two of these. 


From the Religious Society of Friends of Phila- 
delphia and Vicinity, came the bid to make such 
change as would allow the Council to become more 
inclusive, and to embrace all who “want to join in 
bringing God's Kingdom in the world.” This, in 
other setting, would present a most laudable ideal. 
Apart from its context, all kinds of Christian folk 
would be happy to enlist under such banner: we do 
not say “all Christians.” But this petition was re- 
fused for the reason, it is presumed, that there are 
people in the non-evangelical group, who are now 
outside the Council, particularly Unitarians and their 
kindred theological spirits, who would like to join. 
The Council feels that they should not be allowed 
So, because of liberals outside, the sug- 
gestion was not honored. 


to come in. 


And then, rather remarkably, came “from the 
floor” a motion requesting study of the “desirability 
of changing the phrase Divine Loro to God, or of 
making such other changes in wording as might ex- 
press more explicit testimony that Jesus Christ is 
God.” Here is a directly opposite petition to the 
former one. This would see the Council more ex- 
clusive. But this also was refused, the reason ap- 
parently being that there are Unitarians (reputedly 
the Hicksite Quakers) and other liberals of various 
colors and degrees of un-orthodoxy or un-evangeli- 
calism, who are already im the Council! The Council 
desires to prevent them from getting out. That is, 
because of liberals inside, this request also was de- 
nied! 


One gets the impression that the N. C. C. C. blows 
hot and cold in order to please the large number, — 
of men: a Balaam come to judgment! Too timid 
to stand on the whole Bible, a large organization of 
Churches falls back on which 
though found in Scripture, yet are twisted by Op- 
posing parties in their opposite interests. “Divine 
Savior and Lord” is taken by force into double in- 
terpretation; but it is as far as the inclusivist Coun- 
cil can risk going. In “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” we 
recall something about an altruist, calling to an old 
negro toiling in the field, “Come unto me-. . . and I 
to whom reply came: “Dem’s 
good words; but who sez em?” It then appears that 
the N. C. C. C., which cannot afford to appear sub- 
Christian before God, is hard-put lest it forfeit its 
necessary support, by appearing too Christian before 
man! In so halting between two Opinions, it can- 
not hope to escape continued severe criticism, from 
above and from below 


Christian words, 


will give you rest,” 
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In view of these things, we most respectfully 
hazard a suggestion. If this organization wishes to 
keep clear of creedal confusion before God and man, 
and if it really desires the allegiance of all folk who 
sense the urgency for united testimony to the great 
principles championed from the beginning by the 
general Christian Church, it would stand on more 
solid ground in the sight both of Heaven and of 
earth, if it would see fit to trim its Preamble and 
to change its name. We have the temerity to pro- 
pose the omission of the word “Church” (which 
equals kirk, which is kurios, which is Lord, which 
is God!) and the alteration of the name to “The 
National Council of Christian Citizens.” This would 
conserve the intials: N.C. C. C. It would in addi- 
tion clear one high hurdle; and it would eliminate 
the doctrinal floundering. The Church, we may 
add, is a spiritual institution given of God for the 
one purpose of ingathering and perfecting the saints, 
which purpose the N. C. C. C. constantly obscures 
and vitiates, and in so doing, necessarily alienates all 
who hold to the Scriptural nature of the Church. If 
the patient recovers from this operation, we can 
think of some more necessary surgery. 

—RFG. 





“Subscription” 


Candidates for ordination in the Presbyterian 
Church U. S. are required to accept the symbols of 
our faith as “containing the system of doctrine taught 
in the Holy Scriptures The U.S.A. Church 
framed a Declaratory Statement early in the present 
century, making it a part of their Constitution, thus: 
“While the ordination vows of ministers and ruling 
elders and deacons, as set forth in the Form of Gov- 
ernment require the reception and adoption of the 
Confession of Faith only as containing the system 
of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures .. .” (Those 
alone who placed the word omly there, can explain 
why). Now the verbiage of the actual vows, as at 
the first framed by both Churches, seems to have 
been employed in each case to guarantee the candi- 
date’s Calvinistic adherence: it ruled out Arminian- 
ism. But surely none can hold that such language 
was ever remotely intended even originally to refer 
to a mere over-all picture of general Scripture truth 
with the intent of providing an undefined area of lat- 
itude in belief. History, as we shall see, shows that 
its framers in so wording the questions for candi- 
dates had no intention to condone heresy nor to 
shield infidelity. But here is where difficulty arises. 


There are officers, irrespective of Church, who 
hold that subscription to the creed is of loose char- 
acter, not binding the persons who take the vows, to 
strict adherence touching even matters that can 
hardly be termed inconsequential. (Presumably there 
are some data of lesser value to the system). Others, 
in both Churches, believe that the opposite, or as it 
is called strict subscription, is the only right attitude 
to hold regarding vows assumed in this connection. 
The implications of the first question asked of can- 
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didates, gives weight to the latter position; “Do you 
believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa 
ments to be the Word of God, the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice?” (This is plain enough 
to admit of no evasion). Here, the strict subscription 
view is easily seen: for all the fundamental points of 
the system are undergirded by proof-texts from the 
Bible. This means that the Calvinistic Standards ar 
of such directly Scriptural nature, that accordingly 
for one to deviate from strict subscription in any 
such point, is to reject the Scripture pertinent to 
that point! Therefore for one to stretch the accept 
ance of the system to cover so serious defection as 
denying the foundation-stone of the Confession it 
self, viz., an inspired and therefore an infallible Bible, 
gives appearance of making language meaningless 
But there is more than grammar. Here we turn to 
some facts of history both interesting and illum- 
inative. 


Neither the first Presbytery (Philadelphia, 1707) 
nor the first Synod (1717) in this country seems to 
have felt any need for subscription to any standards 
their membership was genuinely Presbyterian and 
Calvinistic, and the one type of doctrine was held 
with complete harmony. But troubles arose in the 
lands from which reinforcements were drawn; and 
some in the New Light controversy in Ireland made 
protest that creedal subscription was a “sin against 
personal liberty”. It was on such account that the 
Presbytery of New Castle in 1724 began to require 
subscription to the Confession of Faith on the part 
of its candidates. And shortly afterward, the Synod, 
sensing an obligation to take care that the “faith 
once delivered to the saints be kept pure and uncor- 
rupt among us, and so handed down to posterity”, re- 
quired of all its ministers and of those to be received, 
a declaration, verbal or written, concerning the Con- 
fession of Faith and the Larger and Shorter Cate- 
chisms, “as being in all essential and necessary 
articles good forms of sound words and systems of 
Christian doctrine”; it also made obligatory their 
adoption as their confession of faith. 


It was in such connection that the undivided and 
doctrinally pure Church ordered that if an ordained 
man had any scruple regarding any article or articles 
of the Confession of Faith or the Catechisms, he 
should declare the same to the Church court for judg- 
ment as to the orthodoxy or error involved. It was 
also ordered that any one found in contradiction of 
that which is essential and necessary, be held incap 


able of communion with the body. In this however, 


the Synod disclaimed any right or intent to impos 
the Presbyterian faith on any person, purposing t 
treat any dissenter with brotherly love as though he 


did not differ. This was the Adopting Act of 1729. 
which placed the Presbyterian Church on record as 


a confessional body; and these are the true ancestor 
of strict subscriptionists in the Presbyterian fait! 
today. 


Following the “Great Awakening” of a few year 


later, the Old Side party, in 1741, excluded the Nev 
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Side branch with its evangelistic enthusiasm and 
proselytizing ways, as being “anti-Presbyterian, anti- 
Scriptural, and divisive.” But in 1758, the two par- 
ties reunited, reaffirming adherence to the standards 
with little if any real divergence on doctrine. Thus 
far, strict subscription seems to have been honored 
s the customary thing. 


Around 1800, in order to take advantage of the 
great Opportunities in the opening interior, a Plan 
of Union was effected between the General Assem- 
bly (formed 1789) and the General Association of 
Congregational Churches of Connecticut. Although 
the combine worked for growth, it opened doors to 
laxity and particularly to the diluted New England 
theology. The stricter members (the Old School) 
were so alarmed that in 1837, being in preponder- 
ince at the Assembly, they abrogated the Plan of 
Union and also exscinded the adherents of liberalism 

the New School). The former continued to stress 
purity in doctrine: the latter, in the main, kept 
their divergent course, and maintained a liberal con- 
struction of the Church’s constitution. In 1858 the 
Southern contingent of the New School Church, in 
protest against a paper on slavery held to be con- 
trary to Scripture and the Standards, withdrew from 
the northern body. These seceders also maintained 
that the Church had unconstitutionally “condemned 
a lower judicatory or individual without their having 
been brought before the Assembly in the way pre- 
scribed by the constitution,’—a procedure not unique 
in Church annals! 


Then, in 1861, our own Church withdrew from 
the Old School Assembly. It should be kept in mind 
that this (the Old School) was the Church which 
thus far had maintained strict subscription, which 
attitude our Church continues to maintain, official- 
ly. The following year, the United Synod (as the 
seceding New School branch was called), having 
taken the Standards of the Church in accord with 
the Adopting Act of 1729, was received into the 
Southern Assembly, forasmuch as the “New School 
body were never advocates of the distinctive U. S. 
loctrines.” This union was effected on the “basis 
of the existing standards only” because the two par- 
ties were so evidently in accord: the records indicate 
that there was no compromise as to doctrine here. 
Nor was there any equivocation when the Inde- 
pendent Church (of 1810) was incorporated into 
our Church, in 1863, “upon their cordial and hearty 
adoption of our confession—the only true ground 
n which we can receive any ecclesiastical body.” 
Similarly, the Presbytery of Patapsco united with the 
Southern Church in 1867, having withdrawn from 
the Old School of the Northern Church because of 
the then “numerous and persistent violations of the 
constitution of the Church by the highest courts 
thereof.” And the story of strict subscription con- 
tinues. 

In 1865, the Presbytery of Louisville had adopted 
the famous “Declaration and Testimony against Er- 


roneous and Heretical Doctrines and Practices which 
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have obtained and been propagated in the Presby- 
terian Church in the last Five Years”; and then, four 
years later, the whole Synod of Kentucky united 
with the Southern Assembly because of “repeated 
improprieties” on the part of the Northern Church. 
This Synod came as “no alien body.” In 1874, the 
major part of the Synod of Missouri made similar 
move; and about that time other smaller bodies were 
received, the union in each case having been on 
the basis of “perfect doctrinal affinity.” But there- 
after the record is a different tale. 


The two divisions of Presbyterianism in the North, 
the Old School and the New, came into union with 
each other in 1870, recognizing that they held “the 
same confessional standards.” But it was known 
that they did not mean the same to each party to 
the union! For after attempting to effect union on 
the basis of vague interpretations with separate 
meanings, they joined forces to form the U. S. A. 
Church, on the “basis of the standards pure and sim- 
ple.” This was, to say the least, equivocal. And 
whatever discount one may feel should be made, 
due to the tension of the times, it is nevertheless 
true that the Southern Church recorded of this un- 
ion, that it had been “accomplished by methods 
which in our judgment involve a total surrender of 
all the great testimonies for the fundamental doc- 
trines of grace made in 1838” (the time of the split 
between the Old and New Schools.) (American 
Church History Series. Vol. XI, p. 463). This is 
loose subscription! 


The U. S. A. Church’s standards suffered revision 
in 1903; and one year later, the General Assembly 
declared that such changes had not impaired the 
system of doctrine in the Confession. Many thought 
otherwise. A theological professor of the day re- 
marked regarding the revision with its accompany- 
ing statements, that it effected “one of the most 
serious and far-reaching modifications of the Cal- 
vinistic system of which history takes account.” 


But loose subscription continued to prevail. When 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was taken into 
the U. S. A. body in 1906, despite the alleged pur- 
pose to effect union “on the doctrinal basis of the 
Confession of Faith of the Presbyterian Church of 
the U. S. A. as revised in 1903 there was a 
different understanding of the creed by the contract- 
ing parties, the fatal mistake being the “mutually 
recognized” agreement(!) between the two systems 
of doctrines. The Cumberland Church certainly be- 
lieved that the U. S. A. Church standards had been 
sufficiently altered to make them acceptable if not 
substantially identical with their own. This meant 
a modified Calvinism; for the Cumberlanders were 
rather Arminian in theology. The agreement simply 
lacked ingeniousness. There are not a few who will 
recall that the whole affair was referred to in some 
circles as the “Cumberland Gap”: the bars were let 
down. The U. S. A. Church denied what the Cum- 


berland Church affirmed that the revision had done. 
Here is glaring illustration of loose subscription. 
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But the most outstanding case of this practice Is 
the action of the original 1293 signatories to the 
“Auburn Affirmation” of the year 1923, in the 
U. S. A. Church. In division XXIV, 
graph, it is recorded: “But we 
that these are not the only 
Scriptures and our st: indards as explanation of these 
facts and doctrines of our religion, and that all who 
hold 
they may employ to explain them, are 
all confidence and _ fellowship. The 
“only theories’ here 
phasized statements by 
bly, 1910, 1918, 1923, 
of Faith in the historical interpretation by the orig- 
inal Old School Assembly and by Assembly, 
touching five cardinal doctrines of Scripture, which 
by a number of before and after 1923, had 
been, and have watered down or repudiated, 
without rebuke on the part of the lower courts of 
the Church. The explanation seems to be that the 
loose subscriptionists are in control in the U. S. A 
Church. The latitudinarianism 
lies the more particularly in the fact that 
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We take one instance, 
If the Virgin Birth of our 


Virgin Birth. 
not essential to 
the system of doctrine (specifically included in each 
of the three main divisions 
and the two 
anything 1s 


the Confession of Faith 
then who can say that 
And more, to employ the 
word “theory” here is simply out of the question 
the Virgin Birth is fact or lie. And the Virgin Birth 
is in the creed because it is first in the Bible, which 
even the loose subscriptionist confesses on oath as 
believing to be the “Word of God, the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice Here he is stuck! This 
is confusion. And most unwillingly, we 
face the thought that in such moral twilight, sub- 
scription to the creed binds the subscriber only so 
tar as he may see fit! Also there is confusion worse 

Affirmationists and others 


confounded in that 
following them, cite with evident pride such _his- 


Catechisms ) 
essential? 


though 


these 
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torical incidents of Church-union below par, as ar 
glorying in them as illustrations 


noted in this paper, 
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And now comes the perennial U. S. A. and U. § 
Let us be very clea: 
History seems 
to show loose subscription as characteristic of the 
element in the U. S. A. Church. It als 
appears on record that the U. S. Church in majority 
holds to strict subscription. We do not charge the 
sins of the fathers to the children: nor do we ex 
cuse what to us seems evident double-dealing, wher 
ever found. We are trying to face facts. We have 
known adults who in playing certain games, all 
Presumably that would be fun. But 
what is to be about Christian organizations 
moving in toward organic union before 
the Lord, on the basis of bipartisan subscription t 
a creed regarding which they do not see eye to eye? 
Lord Tweedsmuir declared that one of the 
worst evils is for a common creed to be held with a 
difference! Wherefore let us most respectfully com- 


Church organic-union question. 
We have been examining the records. 
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ment that if organic union of several Presbyterian 
bodies be the will of God, as many fervently be- 
lieve, then, provided (on the doctrinal side) they 


cannot unequivocally agree as to what is involved in 
the oath touching the Standards, it 
would be more in keeping with their dignity as 
Presbyterians, not to say oa honor as men of 
tegrity, to scrap - creed, and simply unite! Such 
procedure would ; least « enjoy the benefit of hon 
esty that is caiinienalil 


W estminster 





-BIBLE GRADED SERIES of 
Sundays eae Lessons are based 
Bible—the BIBLE— 


trom cover to cover. 


on (ie 


WHOLI 


FREE—mail coupon 





Send me. . 
(— Free 1953 3 edition of book: 
“HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION” 





Name—__{"——__ 





Address - 


City 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 
434 S. Wabash, Chicago 5, 
















Recommend The Journal To Friends 





PAGE & 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





ae 




















PT 












Our “Bundle Of Sticks” 


See Acts 28:3) 


I am glad to find something which Paul did that 
| can do. When we study about these great men 
f the Bible, these spiritual giants, we feel both 
shamed and overwhelmed; we feel that they are 
too far above us. No one of us can write like Paul, 
preach like Paul, or organize churches like Paul, 
r suffer as he did. But almost anybody can gather 
bundle of sticks and lay them on the fire. 


This little incident is both a revelation of Paul's 
character and an illustration of spiritual value. Some 
so-called “big” men are too proud to gather a bundle 
of sticks and lay them on the fire; they leave these 
little tasks for smaller people. Paul was big enough 
to do his part when it was cold and rainy. Let me 
suggest some ways in which all of us can do our part 
in these dark and dangerous days. 


We are proud that America is a free country; 
proud of our Christian Freedom. How can we keep 
the fire of Freedom burning? It has gone out in 
most of the world. It can go out here. It will not 
be kept burning by making speeches about it or 
having great parades and celebrations. It will be 
kept alive only as each American citizen does his 
part: gathers his “bundle of sticks” and lays them 
on the fire; lives in such a way that God can bless 
America. Sin brings slavery. It is only as Christ 
makes and keeps us free that we can preserve this 
precious heritage. What sort of country would our 
country be, if all its citizens were like me? is a good 
question for each of us to ask. 


We are proud of our Homes in America; proud 
of our Christian Firesides. Our great men and wom- 
en have come from such homes. Our homes are 
threatened today as never before. How can we “keep 
the home fires burning?” Not by eloquent men 
warning us and urging us to do something about it 
Our Christian Homes will be preserved only as each 

f us “gathers his bundle of sticks” and lays them 
on the fire. Are we ready to say with Joshua, “as 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Are 
we willing to build again the family altar? 


We are proud of our Christian Faith. Our coun- 
try is known as a Christian Country. We believe in 
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His Word; in His Son. But unbelief is 
sapping the foundations of our nation. It is getting 
popular to doubt. The “Faith of our Fathers” is no 
longer our faith in many instances. We might well 
ask the question that Jesus asked, Where is your 
faith? How can our faith be restored and strength- 
ened? Only as each of us brings our bundle of 
sticks and lays them on the fire. A real Revival 
must start with FAITH, and it must be personal 
faith. 


God; in 


Keep the Fires burning! 


J. K. P. 


Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the Seventeenth of a series of articles by 
J. V. N. Talmage, B. E.) 


Upper Volcanic Ash: 
From 100 Craters? 


The most violent earthquakes of modern times 
were playthings compared with some in the ante- 
diluvian period, and we are thankful that the cores 
of north Atlantic ooze help us to locate the most 
violent earth-movements exactly. We mentioned in 
Article No. 16 that there were two layers of vol- 
canic ash; the /ower, midway between the two low- 
est arctic layers, and the upper, just above the upper- 
most arctic layer of the four. The upper ash is by 
far the most important in Biblical history, as it was 
contemporaneous with the Flood of Noah. I cannot 
be positive at this distance in time and space as to 
the exact number of craters active at the time nor 
how many of these emitted volcanic ash, but if we 
think of a hundred-crater explosion we get the 
proper idea of the violence and volume of the ex- 
plosions. The lower ash, which we may liken to a 
fifty-crater explosion, though extremely important 
in our study of the dispersion of mankind during the 
life of Adam, has no place in Mesopotamian history. 





| doubt whether any of those professors who tell 
their students that the Bible conflicts with science 
have ever heard of these layers of volcanic ash or 
attempted to explain them. This is because pre- 
historians whom they trust cannot explain the ash, 
ind so blissfully ignore it along with the Arctic 
Layers. Max Born, the great scientist wrote that a 
theory to be useful must explain a// the facts, not 
just a selected few. Thus he indicts the present 
theories of prehistoric correlation. Of course those 
layers of ash constitute the same challenge to our 
system as it does to the system of the advocates of 
evolution of man from an ape. We accept the 
challenge. 


With those layers of volcanic ash, it was to me 
like love at first sight. They were so intriguing 
and seemed so potential of valuable discoveries. 
Where did the ash come from? In European pre- 
history there was a great HIATUS in human culture 
which began soon after the ice started to retreat 
after the fourth advance. This suggested that the 


upper volcanic ash was connected in some way with 
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the HIATUS as both belong to about the same 


period of time. No neighboring volcano could be 
located as the source of the ash, so it was necessary 
to look far away. The only possible source seemed 
to be Central Africa. I had been reading a little 
book called “Stone Age Africa” by Dr. L. S. B. 
Leakey, the curator of the public museum at Nai- 
robi, Kenya and the author of “Adam’s Ancestors.” 
In this book he told of finding signs of a very great 
earth-movement in the middle of the prehistoric 
period; this movement was accompanied by great 
volcanic action and constituted a great dividing 
point in the history of early man. By it the era 
of archaic animals and hand-axe hunters ended, and 
after a HIATUS there were new races of men with 
an entirely new fauna. 


Knowing the philosophical bias of curators of 
anthropological museums, I moved the earth-move- 
ments, the volcanic explosion, the HIATUS, the 
faunal change all up from the lower part of the 
Pleistocene (500,000 years ago) to the time of 
Noah where the HIATUS would seem to fit in with 
the Biblical story. Then I had the ash for the upper 
layer of the Atlantic cores, and the earth-movements 
as the cause of the Flood. This is the same sort of 
story as we found in India. Curator Movius like 
Curator Leakey had placed earth-movements back 
into the dim past, Movius to get some apish ances- 
tors, and Leakey to get some ancestors for Adam. 
When I pulled the earth-movements up to their 
proper places, there were neither apish ancestors nor 
ancestors for Adam, all were his posterity. 


I am sure the Journal will be glad to hear from 
any geological professor in our church who thinks 
he has geological proof that those earth movements 
do not belong where we have put them. 





ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 
Lesson Number 10 
Angling In Odd Places 


Fin fishermen have found a pork rind effective 
as a lure, hooking it on a Johnson Spoon. The white 
strip of pork skin wriggling along underneath the 
surface looks like something alive and good to eat— 
to a bass or a wall-eyed pike. ANGLERS has re- 
ceived an “experience” from a young pastor who used 
a pig-skin in fishing for a soul on the football field 
during practice play. Paul wrote the Corinthians 
(I Cor. 9:22) “To the weak became I as weak, that 
I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all 
men, that I might by all means save some.” This 
young pastor became a football player for an after- 
noon that he might save a football player, and 
BANG!—there was a fish on his hook. 


But there is a vast difference. The fin fisherman 
has a great thrill when he feels the tug of a black 
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bass on his line, but if you think of it from the 
standpoint of the hapless bass, you must say “Poor 
Fish!” It yielded to temptation and now life is 
done. No more carefree swimming in its native 
pool, no more basking under the willows near the 
bank; nothing now but the frying pan. Poor Fish 
The Fisher of Men also experiences a thrill when 
he has evidence that the soul he is seeking to win 
has surrendered to Jesus Christ, and this is the thrill 
which lasts through eternity. His “catch” is not 
coming out of something that is good into something 
that is bad; not out of life into death like the poor 
fish, but out of death into Life. This “catch” is 
being drawn out of the wilderness and confusion of 
sin, whose wages is eternal death, into the joyous 
life of a Christian with the assurance of eternal life 

Yes, there is a big difference. 

Now let’s get out on the gridiron with this “pig- 
skin” fisherman. 


Dear ANGLERS: 


Last Fall 1 worked out with some of the high 
school athletes, and got into conversation with a 
young fellow who wanted to play good football, but 
just didn’t have the spirit. We went on into the 
locker and shower room, and as we talked, the boy 
realized he could have the kind of spirit he needed, 
not only for football, but for all of life—now and 
forever. Simply he came to understand that it was 
in Christ that courage, eternal life, peace, joy, con- 
fidence could be found. Right there in the shower 
room he received the Living Christ into his heart, 
and was a mighty happy lad. 

Now so often these fish do not stay on the hook. 
He did. His coach, an earnest Christian, said that 
his 145-lb. guard wasn’t more than a third stringer, 
but a complete change came over him and he de- 
veloped such courage and determination that he 
could not be denied the place of the finest lineman 
on the team. He has since been instrumental in 
leading his twin-brother to Christ, and they are both 
members of our church. 


(Name Withheld). 


(ANGLERS is “catching,” (forgive the pun) and 
interest in this column seems to be growing, judg- 
ing by the mail. Would God there might be an 
epidemic” of individual to individual soul-winning 
in every community! ) 





Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 
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“Calvin Said ...” 
(On The Futility Of Telling A Man What He Should 
Do Without Telling Him How He Can Do It) 

“The doctrine of repentance contains a rule for 
the good life; it requires the denial of ourselves, 
the mortifying of our flesh and meditation upon 
the heavenly life. But because we are all naturally 
corrupt, strangers to righteousness and turned from 
God; further, because we fly from God, not know- 
ing that he is displeased with us, the means by which 
we receive both reconciliation and newness of life 
must be set before us. Therefore, unless faith is 
added, it is useless to speak of repentance. Indeed, 
those teachers of repentance who, neglecting faith, 
stand only on the framing of a good life (upon pre- 
cepts of good works) differ not at all, or very little, 
from secular philosophers. They teach how men 
must live; but since they leave the natures of men 
untouched there can be no hope of bettering (their 
condition) until they invite those who are lost unto 
the hope of salvation; until they quicken the dead 
by promising forgiveness of sins; until they show 
that God, by his free adoption, takes for his children 
those who were bond-slaves to Satan; until they 
teach that the Spirit of regeneration must be begged 
at the hands of the heavenly Father.”* 

Calvin saw very clearly that it is a futile thing to 
preach the good life apart from faith in Jesus Christ. 
The above quotation goes on to say that “repentance 
and faith are so linked together that they cannot be 
separated.” Almost anyone can point out those 
areas in which life should be improved. Almost 


anyone can preach kindness, tolerance and love. But 
as anyone who has taken seriously his relation to 
God can testify, there is nothing as depressing as a 
sermon on what we should do without a convincing 
offer of help that will enable us to do it. The world 
today is filled with moral practitioners who easily 
point out mankind's faults. But the state of the 
world is convincing proof that to know what men 
ought to do and to get them to do it are two differ- 
ent things. Only by the grace of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ are we made new creatures. 

* From the Commentary on Acts 20:21. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JUNE 14 





REV. JN. KENTON PARKER 





Paul Champions Christian Liberty 


Background Scripture: Acts 15:1-29; Ga- 
Devotional Reading: Psalms 


latians 1-2. 
119:105-112. 


There are several ways by which men ¢himk they can be saved; there is but one way that they can be saved, 


and that is by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Paul is the great champion of this way of 


salvation, which may be called the way of Christian Liberty. Jesus told the Jews, “If the Son shall make you 


free, ye shall be free indeed”. Paul grasped full meaning of these words of our Savior and enlarges upon them 
in his Epistles, especially his letters to the Galatians, Romans, and Ephesians. In this latter epistle he reveals 


the glories of the “Grace of God” in a marvellous 
manner. (See chapters | and 2). 


Some try to tell us that men can save themselves, 
(with some assistance, perhaps, from God), that by 
their good character, good deeds, and good life, they 
earn their way into heaven. Broadly speaking, 
this is the view of the Unitarians. Those of us who 
believe in Total Depravity are sure that this is im- 
possible. We know that man is unable to save him- 
self. Evangelical churches which do not accept our 
doctrine of Total Depravity nevertheless insist that 
men are saved by grace alone, through faith. Some 
other churches teach that men are saved by a mix- 
ture of faith and works; that Christ is necessary, that 
He did a work of atonement on the cross, but that 
we have to supplement His work by works of our 
own; that Christ is not entirely sufficient. Paul 
teaches that Christ is both necessary and sufficient; 
that our good deeds do not earn or merit salvation, 
but come as a result of salvation by grace alone. 


There were those in Paul’s day who insisted that 
the Gentiles, in order to be saved, must be circum- 
cised and keep the law of Moses. They seemed to be 
unaware that the Ceremonial Law was of value only 
as it pointed to Christ; it was but a type, a shadow 
of good things to come; that, for instance, it was 
impossible for the blood of bulls and of goats to take 
away sin; that could only be done by the blood of 
Christ. The Old Testament Jews were saved by 
faith. Read the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. It was 
“by faith” that these men and women were saved 
and wrought such mighty works. This teaching by 
the sect of the Pharisees was troubling the Gentile 
converts and threatened to disrupt the church and 
injure it. 


None of the other apostles seemed to grasp the 
vital importance of this question, and Paul has to 
take the lead in the struggle for Christian Liberty. 
Peter acquiesced in the decision of the Council at 
Jerusalem, and had been the first to “open the door 
to the Gentiles”, but he seemed reluctant to take any 
lead in preaching to the Gentiles, and was sternly 
rebuked by the apostle Paul later on because of his 
course which seemed somewhat cowardly. (See Ga- 
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latians 2:12-14) Our lesson naturally falls into two 
parts, (1) The Council at Jerusalem, and (2) Paul’s 


Championship of Christian Liberty in Galatians. 


I. The ( ouncil at Je rusale mM 
Acts 15:1-29 


This has been studied often. I will try to give a 
brief summary of what took place, and then pass on 
to Paul's treatment of the subject in Galatians. 


The Council, the first of many Church Councils, 
became necessary as we have seen, because certain 
men, of the sect of the Pharisees, came down from 
Judea and taught “that it was needful to circumcise 
them (Gentiles), and to command them to keep the 
law of Moses”. This teaching troubled the growing 
Gentile church so deeply that they determined that 
Paul and Barnabas and certain others should go up 
to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders to discuss 
and settle this matter. These Gentiles felt that it 
would be a burden upon them, an unnecessary cur- 
tailment of their freedom in Christ, and would no 
doubt hinder the progress of the Church among the 
very people who were gladly receiving the Gospel. 


After much disputing, Peter rose up and declared 
that. God had chosen him that by his mouth the 
Gentiles should hear the gospel. He was referring, 
of course, to his visit to Cornelius. He tells of the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and the purifying of 
their hearts by faith. He concludes thus; But we 
believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved even as they. He seemed 
absolutely clear in his mind upon this important 
point, and it is difficult to see why he behaved so 
differently later. 


Then Paul and Barnabas recounted their experi- 
ence, and the miracles and 
wrought among the Gentiles 


wonders (sod had 


When they had finished, James, the pastor of the 
Jerusalem church, and seemingly the “moderator” of 
the meeting, made his speech and said that his judg- 
ment was that they trouble them not who had turned 
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to God among the Gentiles, put simply write and 
suggest that they abstain from pollution of idols, 
from fornication, from things strangled, and from 
blood. This was not a “compromise”, as some have 
thought. Salvation by grace alone, as stated by Peter 
and Paul, was accepted, but it was suggested to the 
Gentile converts that they abstain from these things, 
some of which would be offensive to Jewish con- 
verts. It was very much the same principle which 
Paul advocated later in connection with eating things 
sacrificed to idols. The way of salvation, by: grace 
through faith was made clear and plain. 


A letter was written embodying this “judgment” 
of James and sent to the Gentile churches by the 
hands of Barnabas and Paul together with Judas and 
Silas. It caused great rejoicing for it was indeed 
great step forward for the church. It is hard to over- 
estimate the importance of this momentous decision. 


ll. Paul's Letter to the Galatians: 
Chapters 1 and 2 


“The Galatians were a simple but fickle people, 
easily loosed from their moorings. It was not diffi- 
cult to alienate them from the teachings of Paul 
and to discredit the apostle by telling them that he 
did not know Christ and was simply an evangelist 
of the church of Antioch and not an apostle” (See 
Jutstanding Facts, Analytical Edition, Page 1340 
etc.) There are people today who are as fickle as 
the Galatians, not fully grounded in the truth, car- 
ried about with every wind of doctrine. 


The epistle of Paul is partly a vindication of his 
claim to be an apostle, (notice how he begins,) Paul, 
an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by 
Jesus Christ, and God the Father who raised him 
from the dead) and partly a clear and firm presenta- 
tion of the gospel of salvation by grace, in sharp con- 
trast to “another gospel” which is not another, which 
was being preached by his opponents and critics. It 
is sharper in tone than his other epistles, for he feels 
the danger, and is aroused to defend Christian Lib- 
erty. He calls them, “O foolish Galatians, who hath 
bewitched vou’? (3:1). 


l. The True Gospel, or “Another Gospel”. 
He marvels that they are so soon removed “from 
him that called you into the grace of God unto an- 
other gospel, which is not another”. He tells them 
that even though an angel from heaven should preach 
such a sham gospel, he should be anathema. Some 
are offended today because we contend earnestly for 
the true gospel, and ask, What difference does it 
make, Why get so “wrought up” about the matter 
Well, Paul was “wrought up”, as we see in this letter 
He was deeply concerned over the situation in the 
Galatian Church. He repeats what he had already 
said to emphasize its importance. We can see now 
why he was so distressed, for the departure of the 
church from this truth—salvation by grace—and the 
substitution of “another gospel” brought the Church 
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to the depth of a spiritual depression which was only 
overcome by the re-discovery of this precious truth 
by the Reformers, and it lay at the basis of the Prot- 
estant Reformation. 


It is all too easy to have a gospel which is not a 
gospel. This was true in England before the Great 
Awakening under Whitefield and the Wesleys. Bish- 
op Ryle tells us that the clergy were delivering lec- 
tures on morals, and living most worldly lives. If we 
can go by some of the subjects announced in the 
papers, and some of the samples published, many to- 
day are giving little attention to the sort of gospel 
which Paul preached. 

2. Paul's Gospel was a Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
not something received from man or taught by man. 
1:11 - 2:15. 


In these verses Paul gives an account of his life 
and of the manner of his receiving the Gospel. He 
tells how God saved him and called him by his grace, 
to reveal Jesus Christ in him so that he could preach 
to the Gentiles. He did not formulate his gospel by 
conferring with “flesh and blood”, the other apostles, 
but first went away into Arabia for three years. Later 
he visited some of the brethren, Peter and James 
among them. He was given the right hand of fel- 
lowship by these leaders, and John, with the under- 
standing that he should go especially to the Gentiles, 
and they to the circumcision. 


When Peter came to Antioch, Paul had to with- 
stand him to the face for his conduct. Even Barna- 
bas was carried away. This incident makes absurd 
the claim that Peter was the “First Pope”. This doc- 
trine was invented centuries later. 


3. His Gospel does not “Frustrate” the Grace of 
God, as the preaching of “another gospel” would do; 
For if men are saved by the law, then Christ died 
in vain. 16 - 2] 


We are justified, not by the works of the law, but 
by the faith of Jesus Christ. We believe, and are 
justified from that which we could not be justified 
by the law. He insists upon the sufficiency of Christ 
as Saviour from sin. “I am crucified with Christ; 
nevertheless I live; yet not I but Christ liveth in me; 
and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God who loved me and gave 
himself for me’. This glorious statement by the 
apostle makes clear the relationship of Christ and 
the believer. He is all-sufficient; we need nothing 
more; anything less cannot save. This is also a state- 
ment of our liberty in Christ, and our freedom from 
the burden of the law. 


This is the only way that righteousness can come; 
the just shall live by faith. It was this verse that 
brought light to Martin Luther when he was striv- 
ing to attain righteousness by the deeds of the law. 
To see how wonderful the grace of God is, read 
Ephesians 1 and 2. 
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Tricks My Mind Plays 


WORSHIP SERVICE 


Hymn—"O Word Of God Incarnate’ 
Invocation 

Hymn—"He Leadeth Me” 

Announcements 

Scripture—Psalm 23 

Prayer 

Offering 

Hymn—"Saviour, Like A Shepherd Lead Us” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


In the book of Proverbs there is a very thought 
provoking verse concerning the tricks our minds 
may play, and the disastrous results that may follow: 
“There is a way that seemeth right unto man, but 
the end thereof are the ways of death.” This verse 
is recorded twice; once in the fourteenth chapter and 
once in the sixteenth. Surely in the mouth of two 
witnesses shall the word of warning be established! 
In other words, let’s not be deceived into thinking 
we are all right when we are not. Lets prove our 
ownselves to see if we be in the faith as Paul 
warned the church members at Corinth, and examine 
our own hearts as we are led in our discussion this 
evening. 


First Speaker 


It is not at all uncommon for us to hear people 
say something like this: “I certainly think that God 
will accept me if I do the best I can from day to 
day, and live by the Golden Rule.” This sounds 
very good, and is generally approved, but is it true? 
Is it enough to do the best we can, and to try and 
live by the Golden Rule? Evidently God thinks 
differently, for He sent His only begotten Son into 
the world to die for our sins that we might be 
saved. God knew that we needed forgiveness for 
sin and a righteousness that would meet His re- 
quirement, so He provided both in the person of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who “of God is made unto 
us .. . righteousness, . . . and redemption.” If it is 
enough just to try our best to do right by others 
and live lives that are clean and moral according to 
the standards of men, then there was no need for 
Christ to die, and Calvary is a picture of needless 
waste and utter folly. Our Lord, as He faced the 
cross with “strong crying and tears” pled before 
the Father's throne, “If it be possible’—if there is 
any other way for men to be saved and to have 
eternal life—"“let this cup pass from me.” There 
was no other way, so the Father permitted the Son 
to drink the cup to the last bitter dregs, the cup of 
death, that we might drink the cup of life in Him. 
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Surely any other way except the way of the cross, 
however right it may seem, is the way of death. 
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The cross is certainly the final and conclusive 
argument for the truth of God’s word concerning 
the fact that “without the shedding of blood there 
is no remission for sins.’ If there were any other 
way for man to be redeemed God would not have 
permitted His Son to die. We must not let our 
minds deceive us into thinking there is some other 
way. But let’s consider another popular miscon- 
ception in which the mind plays a trick on men. 


Second Speake r 


We often hear people say, when asked if they are 
Christian, “I belong to the Presbyterian (or some 
other) church. I’ve always gone to church, and so 
did my mother and father.” This is very fine, and 
certainly every one of us who has been brought up 
in a Christian home, in a church family, should be 
grateful. And too, we would not despise God’s 
promises to believing parents on behalf of their chil- 
dren. But we need to take heed lest we be tricked 
into believing that this is enough. The Bible very 
plainly warns us to realize that “every man must give 
an account of himself unto God.” We can’t get into 
Heaven on the strength of our parents’ faith. Abra- 
ham certainly believed God, but not all of his de- 
scendants followed in his steps. His faith provided 
both example and opportunity, but it was necessary 
for those who came after him to trust God for their 
own souls. Jesus said, to a man who was of noble 
character and deeply religious, “Ye must be born 
again.’ He made it plain that it was essential for 
Nicodemus to have personal faith in the Son of God, 
even though he was a descendant of Abraham and 
an earnest follower of the traditions of his fathers. 
Christ gave Nicodemus the prescription for salvation 
in what is probably the best loved verse in the New 
Testament, John 3:16: “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever 
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believeth in him might not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” It is good to belong to a church fam- 
ily, and good to belong to a church, but not good 
enough. We must be born again through a personal 
faith in Jesus Christ. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Paul put it plainly in the closing chapter of second 
Corinthians in the thought we mentioned at the be- 
ginning of our program when he said: “Examine 
yourselves, whether ve be in the faith; prove your 
own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that 
Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” 
Christ is in every believer, and unless we have re- 
ceived Him into our hearts by faith, we have no 
ground for assurance that we belong to God, even 
though it may seem enough to be in a church family 
and belong to the church ourselves. But let’s look a 
bit further into this matter of letting our minds 
play tricks on us, as we listen to our last speaker. 
Third Speaker 

Not only is it possible for us to be deceived into 
believing that we are Christians when we are not, 
but it is also possible for us, though we do belong 
to the Lord, to be deceived as Christians and led into 
wrong paths. Paul not only warned the Corinthians 
to be careful to examine themselves concerning their 
relationship to Christ, but he warned them lest Satan 
beguile them from their walk as believers. His em- 
phasis in the eleventh chapter of second Corinthians 
was on doctrine rather than life, but doctrine is the 
root of which life is the fruit. We often hear people 
say: “Let your conscience be your guide.” Again, 
this sounds good, but it isn’t good enough. It certain- 
ly is not what the Bible teaches. The Bible tells us 
that “as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God.” “In all thy ways acknowledge 
Him, and He will direct thy paths.” Our Scripture 
lesson and our hymns for tonight emphasize the fact 
that we are to be led of the Lord in our daily walk, 
and not by our own whims and fancies. God's word 
is a “lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path.” 
David said: “Send out thy light and thy truth, let 
them lead me.” A Christian conscience is good, but 
not good enough, unless taught by the word of God 
and strengthened by His Spirit. Let's not allow our 
minds to deceive us into believing that anything less 
than God's own guidance will be right 
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“A fool also is full of words: a man cannot tell 
what shall be; and what shall be after him, who can 
tell him? The labour of the foolish wearieth every 
one of them, because he knoweth not how to go to 
the city.” No matter how wise we may believe our- 
selves to be, and how earnestly we may labour to do 
what we believe to be right, all that we know and 
lo will be utterly wasted in our effort to receive 
favor with God, for God has said, “The just shall 
live by faith.” Let’s not let our minds deceive us, 
but let us believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour, and trust Him to be our guide that we may 
walk in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY 


To perpetrate the memory of loved ones who have 
gone on, or the Christian influence of persons still 
living, over 250 Memorial Funds have been estab- 
lished with the Board of World Missions, each fund 
set up individually according to the exact wishes 
and restrictions of the donor. 


These Memorial Funds are carefully and con- 
servatively administered by the members of 
the Board of World Missions who serve as 
your agents in carrying out the provisions of 
your gift. Permanent funds may be started 
with a small amount and additional deposits 
made from time to time as convenient. Me- 
morial Funds enable this Board to enlarge its 
service in foreign lands. 


For full information about Memorials, and for as- 
sistance in establishing one according to your de- 
sires, you are invited to write: 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BoOaRD OF WoRLD Missions 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED States 





POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


Forergu Missions a Share” 
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Church News 





Liberty (Tex.) First Church 
Occupies Its Own Home 


Members of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Liberty, Texas, dedicated their sanctuary and edu- 
cational building Sunday afternoon, May 10, 1953, 
in a special ceremony when Leo C. Blake, building 
committee chairman, made the presentation to U. W. 
Spinney, Clerk of the Session. 


The original group started meeting in the Epis- 
copal Church in October of 1951, at which time a 
steering committee was appointed. On February 
17, 1952, this group was formally organized as a 
Presbyterian Church with 37 charter members. Serv- 
ices were then held in the Girl Scout hut, while the 
members were building a sanctuary with materials 
donated by a local lumber company. Services were 
first held in the new sanctuary last September. 


A grant by the Brazos Presbytery permitted ex- 
tension of this original building to include three 
classrooms, a kitchen, a nursery, and restroom. This 
work was completed in April of this year. 


Rev. Oscar Landry, director of the Presbyterian 
camp at Livingston, Texas, has been filling the pul- 
pit for the last year and will continue to do so 
until July 1st, when Mr. James Caldwell arrives here 
upon graduation from the Seminary at Louisville, 
Kentucky, to become the regular stated supply Pas- 
tor. Mr. Caldwell will also serve another new 
Presbyterian Church at Vidor, Texas, which is about 
50 miles distance from Liberty. 





Karl Grier Hudson 


Karl Grier Hudson, outstanding leader in our 
denomination, died May 18. The 64-vear old Pres- 
byterian layman was well-known among North 
Carolina’s mercantile leaders and was distinct in 
all civic as well as religious affairs. 


Mr. Hudson became associated with the Belk 
store chain in 1910 at Waxhaw, North Carolina. 
He was manager of this store at the time he left it 
in 1915, to found Hudson-Belk’s in Raleigh. He 
was instrumental in the founding of other Hudson- 
Belk stores throughout North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina and Alabama. 


Funeral services were held May 19 at White 


Memorial Presbyterian Church, Raleigh. Church 
elders served as pallbearers. 
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Synod And The 
Chapel Hill Case 


The North Carolina Synod, in a called meeting at 
Raleigh, May 14, to consider the protest of Chapel 
Hill Church over the action of Orange Presbytery, 
after hearing the complaint, appointed a Judicial 
Commission to make a “careful review” of the case 
and report back to the Synod. The Commission 1s 
composed of one minister and one ruling elder 
from each of the North Carolina Presbyteries, with 
the exception of Orange Presbytery The Commis- 
sion elected Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Jr., of Red Springs, 
as Chairman and set its first meeting for May 22, 
to be held at White Memorial Church in Raleigh. 
When the Commission notifies Moderator Albert 
B. McClure of its readiness to report, he will call 
another special meeting of Synod to hear it. A five 
day notice of the Synod meeting will be required. 





Pastors Endorse Billy Graham Crusade In 
St. Louis; First United Effort In Thirty 
Years Sets Attendance Record As Total 
Nears 400,000; 50,000 At Final 

Service In Forest Park. 


St. Louis, May 18—Speciar—Dr. C. Oscar 
Johnson, for twenty-five years pastor of St. Louis’ 
Third Baptist Church, gave his evaluation of the 
impact of the ministry of Billy Graham in St. Louis 
as the four-week crusade drew to a close. “If in 
Billy Graham’s coming to St. Louis not one soul 
had been saved, it would have been well worth all 
the thousands of dollars spent and the hours of labor 
utilized, just to revive the churches and to unite 
the pastors. | am thrilled with the way my church 
has responded.” 


A turther evaluation of the month-long evange 
listic effort, first in thirty vears, was voiced by Dr. 
James W. Clarke, pastor of the Second Presbyterian 
Church and immediate past moderator of the St. 
Louis Presbytery. ““The Crusade awakened St. Louis 
to a religious consciousness hitherto absent, and 
stimulated great numbers of people to return to 
regular church attendance. In my own church we 
have felt direct and encouraging results of the Cru- 
sade. Of Billy Graham | would say, | appreciate his 
humble, Christ-like nature, his attitude of under- 
standing and love despite adverse circumstances, and 
his tremendous emphasis upon the necessity of the 
converts getting into a local church and going to 
work in the program of that church. | was im- 
pressed with his ability in university meetings. The 
two meetings at Washington University were the 
largest campus religious services in the history of 
the University. The students came with critical 
minds expecting a diatribe. Billy Graham met the 
students on their own level, won them, and all with- 
out reducing or compromising the evangelistic con- 
tent of the Gospel. | may say, personally, that my 
own life has been challenged and helped.” 
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The impact of the Crusade was most keenly felt 
by the pastors and churches of the St. Louis area, 
with positive evidences of a spark of genuine revival 
being seen in nearly every one of the more than 
300 cooperating churches. Church attendances in- 
creased, Sunday Schools in some instances gained 
by tremendous percentages, and throughout the city 
a general increased tempo of church interest was 
manifest. The regular pastors conferences were oc- 
casions for the exchanging of reports of blessing, 
with pastor after pastor telling of the evident mov- 
ng of the Spirit of God in his own church. 


Thrilling reports of the changed lives of individ- 
uals were received daily—broken homes were re- 
united, couples dedicating their lives to Christ, busi- 
ness executives, lawyers, doctors and civic leaders 
were won to Christ and because of the impact of 
the revival on the campuses, college leaders gave 


evidence of their decisions for Christ. 


QO. R. Shields, Pastor of Lafayette Park Baptist 
Church and General Chairman of the Crusade, has 
the following to say regarding the St. Louis meet 
ing: “The Crusade has gone far bevond our expec 
tations in its ministry to our city. As has been ex 
pressed by so many prominent citizens of the St. 
Louis community, this has been the greatest experl- 
ence in the Christian life of the City of St. Louis. 
It has been a great experience for all and the re- 
sults for the Lord will be reaped in the days to 
come. The Crusade has strengthened our churches 
and given courage to the Christians of our city.” 


Only two weeks separate the close of the St. Louis 
Crusade and the opening of the Greater Dallas 
Evangelistic Crusade, to begin on May 31 in the 
75,000 seat Cotton Bowl Stadium. The Crusade 
will mark the first attempt at a united evangelistic 
effort for Dallas, and already a remarkable spirit of 
unity and cooperation has been demonstrated by 
the more than 200 churches which have been carry- 
ng on the preparatory work for the Crusade. 
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Women’s Work 


United Church W omen 
Befriend Errant Girls 





Prison bars have proved no handicap to a group 
of Atlanta women who are devoting much time to 
giving a boost to the moral, material and spiritual 
welfare of the inmates of the City Prison Farm. 


Members of the Prison Committee of the United 
Churchwomen of Atlanta, working side by side with 
social workers and members of the penal institu- 
tions, are making life easier for women, aged 17 to 
70, imprisoned for misdemeanor. This group, how- 
ever, is more interested in the future of the prison- 
ers than the reasons for their imprisonment. 


During World War II the superintendent of the 
City Prison Farm asked the United Churchwomen, 
then known as the Atlanta Council of Churchwom- 
en, for help in dealing with the spiritual and moral 
problems among the women prisoners of the farm. 

Later the Churchwomen called a meeting of rep- 
resentatives of all women’s organizations in the city 
to study these heretofore unmet needs. As a result 
of this meeting, the prison project came into being. 





In 1949 the prison committee started making 
visits to the city jail, seeking out first offenders in 
an effort to understand their problems and, where 
possible, to save them from a prison sentence. Mrs. 
Carl Schanche, overall chairman of the group, ad- 
mits that at first the prisoners met their attempts 
with open resentment. “Now, however,” she said, 
“they look forward to our visits.” 


Needed improvements of facilities provided for 
runaway girls were among the first projects. Only a 
dreary, partially furnished room at the jail was 
available. The room was re-painted and the church- 
women donated rugs and draperies, a new mattress 
and a bright new bedspread. Books were provided. 
Nights in jail for runaways were no longer a bleak 
affair 


The prison committee has a special fund to re- 
unite runaways and their parents. A fund is pro- 
vided for transportation of the girls to their homes, 
wherever it might be. 


Mrs. William Cordes and Mrs. John Alexande: 
are in charge of the committee's “apron project.” 
Under their supervision women prisoners make 
dainty kitchen aprons which the churchwomen sell, 
to keep their idle hands busy. Prisoners are paid for 
making the aprons. Material for the aprons is do- 
nated by the churchwomen. 


Mrs. Harry Precht and Mrs. C. J. Huff are in 
charge of a committee which provides clean, at- 
tractive clothing for prisoners in need of suitable 
attire upon their release. All clothing is donated by 





PAGE 17 


the churchwomen and the neat dresses hang in a 
large closet made by the male prisoners. 


Mrs. Gerald Kohn is chairman for the City Jail 
and Mrs. Gordon Sawyers is the organization’s de- 
votional chairman. 


A “basic committee” visits the prison farm each 
Wednesday afternoon for a two-hour program, which 
begins with a community hymn singing, followed 
by a devotional period. “The devotional,” declares 
Mrs. Schanche, “is the most necessary part of the 
program. We find that of all their needs, spiritual 
guidance is the most important.” 





World Day Of Prayer 


In Kobe, Japan. 
Dear Janie: 

Just a word to say that we had a thrilling service 
at the Union Church this afternoon. The room was 
packed, using all the chairs. A few men were there, 
among them Chaplain Fine of the Base here in 
Kobe. One part of the program was most interest- 
ing with 8 nationalities represented, each one pray- 
ing in his own tongue. One a lovely, sweet Korean 
about 18 years old and our lovely Mrs. Chen, who 
is such a radiant Christian and always makes an 
impression wherever she goes. The audience sang 
the little African song also and clapped as they 
sang, like the Africans do. I was a little fearful of 
this, but I first asked them to forget they were in 
Japan and to transport themselves to Africa, so as 
I led them, it was wonderful to see how they fell 
in line and the whole audience engaged in the 
song. We felt the Presence of the Unseen Guest 
and all seemed to get a blessing from it. The of- 
fering for our Korean orphan was almost $50, the 
largest ever received at a Day of Prayer service here. 


We thank you for your prayers for us and God 
for His Presence with us . .. . Through the com- 
ing hours I will follow you dear friends in America 
as you observe this day. What blessing it has 
brought to me! Titus 2:13. 


Love in Him, 


Elizabeth (Mrs. W. C.) McLauchlin. 





What Is A Girl? 


Little girls are the nicest things that happen to 
people. They are born with a little bit of angel- 
shine about them and though it wears thin some- 
times, there is always enough left to lasso your heart 
—even when they are sitting in the mud, or crying 
temperamental tears, or parading up the street in 
mother’s best clothes. 


A little girl can be sweeter (and badder) oftener 
than anyone else in the world. A girl is Innocence 
playing in the mud, Beauty standing on its head, 
and Motherhood dragging a doll by the foot. 


God borrows from many creatures to make a 
little girl. He uses the song of a bird, the squeal 
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of a pig, the stubbornness of a mule, the antics of a 
monkey, the spryness of a grasshopper, the curiosity 
of a cat, the speed of a gazelle, the slyness of a fox, 
the softness of a kitten, and to top it all off He adds 
the mysterious mind of a woman. 


A little girl is loudest when you are thinking, the 
prettiest when she has provoked you, the busiest at 
bedtime, the quietest when you want to show her 
off, and the most flirtatious when she absolutely 
must not get the best of you again. 


Who else can cause you more grief, joy, irrita- 
tion, satisfaction, embarrassment, and genuine de- 
light than this combination of Eve, Salome, and 
Florence Nightingale? 


Yes, she is a nerve-racking nuisance, just a noisy 
bundle of mischief. But when your dreams tumble 
down and the world is a mess—when it seems you 
are pretty much of a fool after all—she can make 
you a king when she climbs on your knee and whis- 
pers, “I love you best of all!” 

—Alan Beck. 


Reprinted by permission of New England Mutual 


Life Insurance Company. 





BOOKS 
“The Lion - The Witch 
And The W ardrobe”’ 


By C. S. Lewis (Author of Screwtape Letters). 
The MacMillan Company. Price $2.50. 


A children’s fairy tale on the surface, but a beau- 
tiful allegory underneath, presenting a spiritual 
truth. Couched in graphic description and vivid pic- 
tures that appeal to a child’s imagination there is 
a definite Christian teaching. It tells the age-old 
story of the struggle between God's kingdom and 
Satan's, depicting Christ's death and resurrection and 
His defeat of Satan’s allies through Christian be- 
lievers who finally conquer all Satanic foes. Chil- 
dren nine years of age and over will love this story 
Adults will enjoy the spiritual teaching as well as 
the fanciful aspects of the book. 


—Elisabeth C. Smith. 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 

Order From 

The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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These Have Been 
Graduated 


= oD 
A 
D 


colleges. 


own youth. 





Loan Fund. 


Senior Colleges 
Agnes Scott 
Arkansas 
Austin 
Belhaven 
Centre 
Davidson 
Davis and Elkins 
Flora Macdonald 
Hampden-Sydney 
King 

Mary Baldwin 
: Montreat 
Presbyterian 
Queens 
Southwestern 
Stillman 
Westminster 

Junior Colleges 
Lees Junior 
Lees-Mc Rae 
Mitchell 
Peace 
Presbyterian Junior 
Schreiner Institute 

Theological Seminaries 
Austin Theological 
Columbia Theological 
Louisville Theological 
Union Theological 


Assembly's Training School 








YOU CAN HELP THEM 


President 

Wallace M. Alston 
Paul McCain 

W. B. Guerrant 

G. T. Gillespie 
..Walter A. Groves 
John R. Cunningham 
R. B. Purdum 
Marshall Woodson 
Edgar G. Gammon 
R. T. L. Liston 
Frank B. Lewis 

J. R. MeGregor 
Marshall W. Brown 
Chariton C. Jernigan 
Peyton N. Rhodes 
Sam Burney Hay 
William W. Hall 


Robert G. Landolt 
Fletcher Nelson 

John Montgomery 
William C. Pressly 
Louis C. LaMotte 
Andrew Edington 


David L. Stitt 

J. McDowel! Richards 
Frank H. Caldwell 
Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr. 


H. Wade DuBose 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
P. O. Box 1176 


Hunter B. Blakely ... Secretary 


BY 


making a scholarship gift to one of our colleges listed below. 


giving direct scholarship aid to a worthy young person in your 


congregation who wishes to attend one of our Presbyterian 


organizing a scholarship fund in your local church to aid your 


making a grant to the Board of Christian Education’s Student 


OF 






Location 
Decatur, Ga. 
Batesville, Ark. 
Sherman, Tex. 
Jackson, Miss. 
Danville, Ky. 
Davidson, N. C. 
Elkins, W. Va. 
Red Springs, N. C. 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
Bristol, Tenn. 
Staunton, Va. 
Montreat, N. C. 
Clinton, S. C. 
Charlotte, N. C. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Fulton, Mo. 


Jackson, Ky. 
Banner Elk, N. C. 
Statesville, N. C. 
Raleigh, N. C. 
Maxton, N. C. 
Kerrville, Tex. 
Austin, Tex. 
Decatur, Ga. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Richmond, Va. 


Richmond, Va. 


THE SOUTH 
Richmond 9, Va. 
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PRESERVATION 


This Association does not have as its primary concern the preservation of a 


Church, although a Chureh which God has blessed and is blessing and using today 


is worth saving. 


Our chief concern is the preservation of historic Presbyterianism. The Presby- 
terian Church has made its outstanding contribution because it is a confessional 


Church. There are doctrines we hold. which we confess and which we propagate. 


But. there are now those who have changed or would change this emphasis. so 
that instead of a confessional the Presbyterian Church would become an inclusive 
Church, admitting to fellowship those who question or deny truths we feel to be 


essential. 
These two positions are mutually exclusive. 


This Association feels that the preservation of the witness of the historic posi- 
tion of Presbyterianism is something of vital importance. not only to our own 


Church but also to contemporary Protestantism itself. 


In a day when strong convictions are no longer held by many we feel such a tes- 


timony must be made. 


Have YOU seen a copy of * The Reason Why”? Order a 


sample copy (free) or 100 copies for $4.00. 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


H. B. Dendy, Secy. —_—— Weaverville, N.C. 
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